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Dear editors, news directors and reporters:
The University of Montana will hold a press conference for 
Ernest Boyer at 2 p.m. Thursday, March 15, in Main Hall 205.
As the enclosed press release indicates, Boyer will deliver 
a President’s Lecture on "The Undergraduate Experience" at 8 p.m. 
March 15 in the Montana Theatre of the Performing Arts and 
Radio/Television Center.
Also enclosed is background information on Boyer, which 
should be useful to reporters.
I hope you or someone from your office will be able to 
attend both the press conference and the lecture.
Sincerely,
Carol Susan Woodruff 
News editor
An Equal Opportunity University
University of
Montana Office of News and Publications University of Montana Missoula, Montana 59812-1301
(406) 243-2522
February 27, 1990
UM PRESIDENT'S LECTURER TO DISCUSS "THE UNDERGRADUATE EXPERIENCE" 
MISSOULA —
Ernest Boyer, president of the Carnegie Foundation for the 
Advancement of Teaching, will discuss "The Undergraduate 
Experience" Thursday, March 15, at the University of Montana.
Part of UM's President's Lecture Series, the talk will be at 
8 p.m. in the Montana Theatre of the Performing Arts and 
Radio/Television Center.
Boyer, a senior fellow at Princeton University's Woodrow 
Wilson School, writes an education column for The London Times. 
Before joining the Carnegie Foundation in 1979, he was the U.S. 
Commissioner of Education. During his tenure, federal support 
for education rose 40 percent.
Chancellor of the State University of New York from 1970 to 
1977, he initiated a five-year review of college presidents, 
developed an experimental three-year bachelor's degree program 
and negotiated the first undergraduate exchange program with the 
Soviet Union.
Boyer, who earned a doctorate at the University of Southern 
California, has been a visiting fellow at Cambridge University, 
distinguished Fulbright professor to India and distinguished 
Fulbright lecturer to Chile. The recipient of 101 honorary
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degrees from U.S. colleges and universities, he was named the 
country's leading educator in a 1983 national survey of his 
peers.
Author of the books "High School" and "College: The
Undergraduate Experience," Boyer has served on the National 
Commission on the Financing of Post-Secondary Education, 
President's Council on Women's Educational Programs and 
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ERNEST L. BOYER
Dr. Ernest L. Boyer is President of the Carnegie Foundation for the Advancement of 
Teaching, and Senior Fellow of the Woodrow Wilson School, Princeton University. He 
also is Education Columnist for The London Times.
Before joining the Carnegie Foundation in 1979. Dr. Boyer served as the twenty-third 
United States Commissioner of Education, administering a $12 billion federal budget.
• While serving as U.S. Commissioner of Education, there was a 40 
percent increase in federal support for education.
For seven years (1970-1977), Dr. Boyer was Chancellor of the State University of 
New York (SUNY).
• As head of the largest university in the United States, he directed 
a system of 64 institutions with over 350,000 students.
In 1983, Dr. Boyer, in a national survey, was selected by his peers as the leading 
educator in the nation. In 1987, he was chosen as the man of the year in higher 
education.
• Dr. Boyer holds honorary degrees from 101 United States 
colleges and universities.
• For five consecutive years he was listed by U.S. News and World 
Report as one of the top educators in the nation.
He was awarded the President’s Medal from Tel Aviv University.
• He was awarded the Distinguished Service Medal, Teachers 
College, Columbia University.
Dr. Boyer earned his Ph.D. degree at the University of Southern California. He was:
Post-Doctoral Fellow in Medical Audiology at the University of 
Iowa Hospital
Visiting Fellow at Cambridge University (1976)
• Distinguished Fulbright Professor to India (1985)
• Distinguished Fulbright Lecturer to Chile (1989)
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Ernest Boyer is the author of the widely acclaimed books High School and College: 
The Undergraduate Experience. A report on education in children’s early years is
underway.
Dr. Boyer taught at Loyola University (Los Angeles). In 1956, he became Academic 
Dean at Upland College (California). There he introduced an experimental mid-year 
term-the nation’s first so-called 4-1-4 calendar-subsequently adopted by many other 
colleges.
• In I960, Dr. Boyer became Director of the Western College 
Association’s Commission to Improve the Education of Teachers.
• In 1962, he went to the University of California, Santa Barbara, as 
Director of the Center for Coordinated Education.
In 1965, Dr. Boyer joined the State University of New York as Executive Dean; in 1968 
he was named Executive Vice Chancellor, and on September 1, 1970, was appointed 
Chancellor. As Chancellor he:
• initiated a five-year review of college presidents,
• developed an experimental three-year A.B. degree program,
• launched a new non-campus institution called Empire State 
College,
• established a new rank for Distinguished Teaching Professor,
• and negotiated the first undergraduate exchange program with the 
Soviet Union.
Dr. Boyer has been named by three Presidents to national commissions:
• The National Commission on the Financing of Post-Secondary 
Education (President Richard Nixon)
• The President’s Council on Women’s Educational Programs 
(President Gerald Ford)
• The President’s Commission on Foreign Language and 
International Education (President Jimmy Carter)
He was named by Secretary of State George Shultz to chair the National Council for 
American Overseas Schools to the Department of State.
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Dr. Boyer served as President of the National Association of State Universities and 
Land-Grant Colleges, 1974-1975.
• Deeply committed to the arts, Dr. Boyer has been a member of 
both the Saratoga Performing Arts Center and the Kennedy 
Center for the Performing Arts, and is National Chairman of Very 
Special Arts.
• He currently is a member of the Council on Foreign Relations, and 
a trustee of The Aspen Institute, Haverford College, the University 
of Pennsylvania Medical Center, and The Museum of the 
American Indian.
Dr. Boyer is a Quaker. He is marred to the former Kathryn Garis Tyson, a certified 
nurse midwife. They have four children: Ernest, Jr., Beverly, Craig, and Steven.
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